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Potted Tree Books  
(Imprint - Angelo Mifsud’s Books) 

 

Welcome 
It is a busy time for me in writing my current novel. Almost finished the first draft and although there is 
still much work to do in the second draft. I’m hoping I only need three drafts, but we’ll see.  

In Australia, we are still overcoming issues with COVID-19 with lock-downs and vaccinations issues. We 
hoped 2021 would be a better year and we will overcome this dreadful virus. The world needs to get back 
to normality. Keep safe and well in these challenging times. 

 

Current Progress 

 

I thought I’d share with you the inspiration for the current novel. The 
fourth novel came from my Bonsai Society colleague who showed me 
a newsletter from an English village of Withycombe. Below is a copy 
of the newsletter as given to me. 

“The Withycombe witch In his book on “Romantic Routes and 
Mysterious Byways in West Somerset” Alan Holt tells us that if 
we go through the village of Withycombe, cross the unbridged 
ford and ascend the hill beyond, we will go down the other side 
to a lovely Elizabethan manor built in 1588. It is now known as 
Sandhill Farm but at the beginning the 17th century it was 
known Sandell Manor. This was once the home of Joan Carne 
of Sandell. Now Joan was a very charming lady; so beautiful 
that every young man in the vicinity was captivated by her. It 
was her charms that brought John Newton of Sandell Manor to 
her side and within weeks he had married her so that she 
became one of the most affluent ladies in the area. But John 
soon died. He was hardly forgotten before Charles Wyndham 
came to offer his hand and very soon Joan was leading him 
down the aisle of the village church. Now when he too died 
soon after marriage, making Joan richer than ever, tongues 
began to wag in the village. And one has to remember that this 



Volume 2 Issue 1  April-June 2021 

 

2 

was the beginning of the 17th century when witches were 
abroad in the land, and very soon Joan was being spoken of as 
the charming witch of Withycombe. But that did not keep away 
Thomas Carne. He had heard of this charming lady from as far 
away as Eweney in the county of Glenerga (Glamorgan) and 
soon once more a bridal march was being played in the 12th 
century church of St Nicholas. Need I say more? Very soon 
after the wedding Thomas Carne was taken seriously ill. His 
relatives, having heard what the local people were saying, came 
to protect Thomas from his wife. Be that as it may, Thomas 
Carne died. And Joan, within just a few years, had become the 
richest lady, not only in the county but far and wide. Finally, on 
the 29th day of October 1612, Joan Carne herself passed away 
and now there was money to spare for someone and the 
vultures came to pick their prize. The relatives saw to it that 
after the service in the church at Withycombe Joan Carne was 
well and truly laid, as all “witches” and suicides were in those 
days. They had her coffin barred to the ground and saw the 
grave filled. Then, with as much decorum as possible, but with 
singing in their hearts, they got into their vehicles and sang all 
the way home to Sandell Manor to hear the will read. But as 
they opened the front door of the glorious old Elizabethan 
manor what did they see but Joan Carne standing before them 
in all her usual charm, frying eggs and bacon in a pan. Here was 
a climax indeed. Some of the relatives immediately rushed over 
to Watchet to fetch the parish priest (why the local priest 
wouldn’t do I don’t know) who, on their orders, exorcised the 
manor and drove the charming witch of Withycombe, or her 
ghost, into the pond. But I can assure you that that is not the 
end of the story. There is a belief in Somerset that the strong 
personalities whose ghosts have been exorcised such as “The 
Hanging Judge”, Sir John Popham of Wellington, and Madam 
Joan Carne CAN and DO return by one cockstride each year 
and I can furthermore assure you that when anything goes 
wrong down Withycombe way people say that Madam Joan is at 
it again. 

Article by Barbara Hobbs 

(Withycombe and Rodhuish Newsletter October 2017)” 

Learn more about the projects here. 

The Novel 
 

 
(Photo - by ChurchCrawler of Somerset, 
UK) 

  

Working Title - TNC 

Theme: Power, wealth, and social status. 

Premise: A groom finds his bride dead on the morning after their 
wedding. Natural causes is the suspected as the cause of death. But 
the autopsy shows Claire Walsh died from poisoning. The bride’s 
mother accuses the groom, Henry Walsh, a Transport Magnate, as the 
killer. Walsh arrested by Police for the murder when they find 
evidence that may prove he killed his wife. But Chief Inspector Oliver 
Scott doubts Walsh is the killer. Who killed Claire Walsh, and why did 
she have to die on her wedding night? The village blames a ghost for 

https://angelomifsud.com/new-releases/
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 the killing. The legend from the past hampers the Chief Inspector’s 
investigation. 

  

The author’s current books are available for sale from the website 
at special prices. 

Fiction 

INHERITANCE  

 

Revenge is all that Nick Kenby cares about, but first he must take 
control of his inheritance. His mother told how his father’s and Mary 
Jamieson, her sister, destroyed her by their deceit before she died. Can 
Nick win his struggle to the violence, intrigue, drugs, and the police 
corruption as he fights for his survival? More information here. 

 

 

DECEPTION 

 

 

Inspector Jeff Ainsworth vows to bring Susan Burchett to justice and 
keep a promise. After stealing Nick Kenby's Inheritance, Burchett 
escapes to Zurich. She makes a mistake. Her brother is murdered by a 
friend, and it is she who is the quarry. Deception, a fast-moving story 
of romance, deceit, greed, and murder. Will Nick Kenby's inheritance 
finally be restored? More information here. 

 

THE RECLUCTANT SPY  

In 1961. Two women, Nina Pearce and Ruth Westcott, drawn together 
when in Egypt. One a spy for British Intelligence, the other an 
archaeologist in search of the lost ancient manuscripts. The 
Archaeologist persuaded to help the British Government, and they 
place her in a dangerous situation and become a target by secret 
Russian assassins. A tale from the annals of history filled with 
espionage, murder, hate, assassinations, and intrigue. Will the two 
women survive? Learn more. 

 

https://angelomifsud.com/fiction/
https://angelomifsud.com/fiction/
https://angelomifsud.com/fiction/
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Non-Fiction 

Bonsai Reference Books 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Index of the Bonsai Focus Magazine and An Index for the 
International Bonsai Magazine are developed and published as a 
research and support resource for Bonsai enthusiasts. 

Whether a beginner or advanced artist or master involved in the art 
of Bonsai, the publications provide quick access to important 
articles, techniques, and tips. Learn more here. 

 

The Touring and Vehicle 
Record Book 

 

 

 

The Touring and Vehicle Record Book was published for personal 
use but after approached by friends it was released for sale. It came 
about when the unavailability of an appropriate vehicle record book 
could not be gained.  

We find it handy to record our trip information when travelling 
around Australia. 

  

 

For the new subscribers, I live in Australia in the Australian Capital Territory (ACT) where the nation’s 
capital, Canberra City is situated. Australians call the city the bush capital and for an excellent reason, we 
have parks and forests embedded within and around the city’s suburbs. It is a great place to live and raise 
a family. More information about me here.. 

 

Thank you for your time and hope you enjoyed this newsletter. We value your input and feedback, so 

please let us know what you think and how we can improve. Questions/comments replied to without 

fail.  

 

Like this newsletter and not a subscriber 
contact us here or write/email us at:  

Potted Tree Books,  

c/- 76 Lindrum Crescent, Holt ACT 2615 Australia  

or amauthor@bigpond.com 

 

Subscribe: - By submitting your information, you are giving us permission to email you. You may 
unsubscribe at any time. 
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